HONOR SOCIETY INDUCTION

Induction into (Honor society name)
[Induction candidates will be seated in the front rows, in alphabetical order.  Their names will be on table tents on their seats.]

Welcome

(by nursing school dean/chair of affiliated university, honor society president or other dignitary)
Opening Remarks 

(Honor society president)




Good evening!  I am (name), president of the (name of honor society) Welcome to this grand event!  We are delighted that you could be part of this special occasion.
Sigma Theta Tau was the first—and remains the only—honor society of nursing, founded by 6 nursing students in 1922 at Indiana University in the United States of America.

In 1934, the Society established the first fund for nursing research in the United States.  Sigma Theta Tau was the first to give money to nurses for nursing research, back in 1936, when it presented $600 to Alice Crist Malone for a scholarly study about nursing curriculum.

Sigma Theta Tau International has since dedicated itself to promoting scholarship and excellence to improve nursing practice and the nursing profession’s service to the global society.
(Name of honor society)’s intent is to form a chapter of Sigma Theta Tau International.  Tonight’s induction ceremony is one step toward this goal.   (Explain timeline of the honor society for the formation of a chapter.)
We are gathered to honor ## nurses for their scholarship and leadership.  These nursing students and leaders bring the qualities of excellence and scholarship, both directly and indirectly, to the wide arena of nursing practice in hospitals as well as within the larger community.  We are honored to have this opportunity to introduce these fine nursing leaders to the esteemed audience.  

Before we proceed with the ceremony, it is my pleasure to introduce the leaders of (name of honor society) who will be participating in today’s ceremony.  Would you please stand as I call your name?

(Introduce those individuals who will be assisting as part of the ceremony.) 

Induction Ceremony
(Name of Honor Society President)
Opening Statement

This evening we are privileged to induct some of the most dynamic nursing leaders and scholars in the world into our honor society.  These individuals are among a distinguished group of nurses who have met or exceeded rigorous standards and have demonstrated the ideal qualities of a leader. They truly deserve our congratulations.

These students and leaders have shaped the position, relevance and visibility of nursing in the many places where health care is offered to the people of our nation. These leaders are clinicians, administrators, researchers, educators and health policy analysts. They live their roles in nursing and health care with integrity, intelligence, caring and courage. They embody scholarship and excellence in the profession of nursing.  For this, we welcome them into our honor society and ask that they help us join the worldwide community of nurse scholars within Sigma Theta Tau International.  
As one of the most distinctive organizations in professional nursing, Sigma Theta Tau International has become an active force for the benefit of health care, nursing practice and nursing careers. The society achieves this by focusing on three areas that contribute directly to nursing excellence across the world. These three areas are: scholarship, research and leadership.

The society began with one chapter and six members. During the past 83 years, it has evolved to 431 chapters across the globe, with more than 360,000 inducted members who live in more than 90 different countries.

The founders of Sigma Theta Tau named the honor society for the words: storge (Stor YEE), tharos (THAR os) and tima (Tih MEE).  In the Greek language, these words mean love, courage and honor. The founders believed these to be enduring values that are at the root of the nursing profession – the foundation upon which the science grows and is used.

Changing the status of nursing and improving health care were their ideals as they are ours. And today, as they did 83 years ago, the pathways for nursing excellence begin with scholarship, leadership and research applied in clinical practice. 

Sigma Theta Tau International is dedicated to developing these pathways for professional excellence through its goals:

1) to support the continuing improvement of 

nurses by recognizing and rewarding exceptional scholarship;

2) to expand the body of knowledge available to

all nurses by funding, facilitating and disseminating nursing research; 

3) to share knowledge, skills and inspiration of 

nursing through our worldwide electronic and live learning communities; and

4) to form the nursing leaders of tomorrow by 

creating leadership initiatives that are appropriate and unique for our profession.

The vision of Sigma Theta Tau International is to create a global community of nurses who lead in using scholarship, knowledge and technology to improve the health of the world’s people.

Presentation of Candidates


Recitation of Pledge

Signing of Chapter Register

Receiving Into Membership

(Honor society president continues.)

Now let us begin the induction ceremony.

Will all of the candidates for induction into (name of honor society) please stand?
I now bestow on you the honor, the privilege and the responsibility of membership into the (name of honor society.  
Please be seated.

[The honor society can decide if it wishes to do this portion of the ceremony.  Some honor societies make up a signature sheet for the inductees to come up front and sign.  Others choose not to do this part and just announce each inductee’s name.] 
Please come forward and sign your name on the signature pages of your honor society.

(insert each inductee’s name and affiliated organization such as university name, hospital or clinical office name.)
Let’s give all our new inductees a hearty round of applause!

Conclusion of Induction Ceremony

(Honor society president)

This concludes the formal ceremony of induction. I invite you to enjoy the reception honoring our newest members of (name of honor society).
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