About Sustainable Development Goal
(SDG) #11: Sustainable Cities and
Communities

Make cities inclusive, safe, resilient, and
sustainable.
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Fast Facts

3.5 billion people live in cities, and 5 billion people are estimated to live in cities by 2030.

Cities contribute to about 60% of global GDP but account for 70% of global carbon emissions.
Urbanization is causing inadequate and overburdened infrastructure and services and worsening air
pollution.

90% of urbanization is projected to occur in Asia and Africa within the next 30 years.

Cities worldwide occupy 3% of land but are responsible for 60-80% of energy consumption.

Chapter Event Ideas

Advocate for inclusive, safe, resilient, and sustainable cities to your local and state governments.
Analyze your own neighborhood and develop a vision for the community. Work to create better
conditions in your neighborhood.

Speak to local schools about health consequences of air pollution and the importance of staying safe
while outside and in public spaces.

Create a neighborhood watch to prevent crime through neighborhood cohesiveness and collaboration.
Talk to your government officials about ways to make your city more sustainable. Can you improve
wastewater management, add EV charging stations, or promote urban agriculture?

Raise funds for the UN Economic Commission for Africa, which provides support to governments to
recover from the COVID-19 pandemic.

Improve access to public transportation in your community or surrounding cities.

Hold a viewing party for a UN briefing on this topic from http://webtv.un.org or a related documentary
such as The Urban Green (2016) or Smart Cities — Building for the Cities of Tomorrow (2015).



http://webtv.un.org/

Sigma Chapter Event Example
Gamma Nu Chapter supports an inner-city home for previously homeless women with material goods, monetary

donations, and a Christmas dinner/gift-giving. The home provides a safe, sanitary, social, and inclusive dwelling
that also helps stabilize the neighborhood.

Individual Ideas

e Use social media to share items available from the UN:
o UN.org/sustainabledevelopment/cities/
o Use Sigma’s handles and hashtags to share your work
with the Sigma community. Examples include —_—

T

@SigmaNursing, #WeAreSigmaNurses, and SHARE OF URBAN POPULATION MUN
. LIVING IN SLUMS s
#SigmaGlobal ROSE 245482018

e When possible, use public transportation, carpool, or ride your
bike.

e Get to know your neighbors to create a sense of safety and
familiarity in your neighborhood.

e Use an online carbon footprint calculator to learn how to
reduce your own contributions to CO, emissions. s L

e Read a book highlighting sustainable urban development such 475 0F POPLATION i WTHIN 400 METRES
as Sharing Cities: A Case for Truly Smart and Sustainable Cities
by Duncan Mclaren and Julian Agyeman or The Climate City by OO ..ot OO
Martin Powell.
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Sample Social Media Message

“Did you know that 95% of urban expansion in the next decades will take place in the developing world? Find
out why Goal 11 of the #GlobalGoals matters. » https://bit.ly/3QDyAhC”

Additional Resources and References

SigmaNursing.org/Global

Globalgoals.org

Globalgoals.org/goals/11-sustainable-cities-and-communities/

UN.org

UN.org/sustainabledevelopment/goal-of-the-month

UN.org/sustainabledevelopment/cities/

https://trello.com/b/ZSvAISST/sdg-editorial-calendar
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